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can speak with credit and authority about them, are
believed. Whence it comes that a certain young
man, who was talking to me about this, said boast-
ingly, ‘““ Am I not very learned?’’ Some told me
that the house of these two Divinities is at the end of
the world to the East. Now with them the world
does not pass beyond their Country, that is, America.
Others place their abode in the middle.

This God and Goddess live like themselves, but
without famine; make feasts as they do, are lustful
as they; in short, they imagine them [168] exactly
like themselves. And still, though they make them
human and corporeal, they seem nevertheless to at-
tribute to them a certain immensity in all places.
They say that this Eataentsic fell from the Sky, where
there are inhabitants as on earth; and, when she fell,
she was with child. If you ask them who made the
Sky and its inhabitants, they have no other reply
than that they know nothing about it. And when
we preach to them of one God, Creator of Heaven
and earth, and of all things, and even when we talk
to them of Hell and Paradise and of our other mys-
teries, the headstrong savages reply that this is good
for our Country and not for theirs; that every Coun-
try has its own fashions. But having pointed out to
them, by means of a little globe that we had brought,
that there is [169] only one world, they remain with-
out reply. I find in their marriage customs two
things that greatly please me; the first, that they
have only one wife; the second, that they do not
marry their relatives in a direct or collateral line,
however distant they may be. There is, on the other
hand, sufficient to censure, were it only the frequent
changes the men make of their wives, and the women



